
Dear Friends, 

 

This is the first edition of the Herald to be produced 
electronically.  We hope that you like the new for-
mat.  It brings the magazine into the twenty-first 
century, but more importantly the aim is to make the 
text more readable.  

 

In all walks of life, but especially in the church there 
are people who like to keep things the way they 
were.  I still meet individuals who would prefer that 
the Bible be read in Elizabethan language of the 
Authorised Version.  Some of it is no doubt very 
beautiful, but I suspect that it does not speak to the 
majority of folk in the present day. 

 

There are other people who favour radical moderni-
sation.  They would have us sing the most up-to-
date religious songs, perhaps with clapping and 
arm waving too.  They suggest that would bring 
younger folk into the life of the church.  I am not 
convinced it would attract younger folk in significant 
numbers and the danger is that it might drive away 
some of the people we already have. 

 

It is a question of striking a balance between tradi-
tion and modernity.  What matters is that the reli-
gious activities or services in which we engage are  

 

 

meaningful and relevant to our lives.  Once we have 
established that something works for us, we can 
consider how best to offer it to others. 

 

In the end what matters is not the wrappings, but 
the content - our grasp of God’s love as revealed in 
Jesus Christ and our response to that love in wor-
ship and service. 

 

With warm good wishes to you all, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Rev. Dr. Alistair N. Shaw 
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CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
 

 

October  

7  11.00 a.m. Service of Holy Communion  

14  11.00 a.m.  Harvest Thanksgiving Family Service  

November 

4 11.00 a.m. Youth Service  

 12 noon Monthly Celebration of Communion 

6 7.00 p.m.  Kirk Session Meeting  

11  10.45 a.m. Remembrance Sunday Service  

25 11.00 a.m.  Service with Guest Preacher 

 Very Rev. Dr. E. Lorna Hood, OBE, MA, BD, DD 

December 

2  11.00 a.m. Service of Holy Communion  

 

FLOWER LIST 

 

Oct  7  Liz McGregor 

 14 Jack Brunton 

 21  Margaret McWilliam 

 28  Marie McKinley 

Nov   4 Gillian Queen 

 11 Rena Brown  /  Irene Whitehead  

 18  May Campbell  /  Margaret Smith 

 25 Marie McKinley 

Dec  2  Margaret McWilliam 

 9 Lynne Macphee 

 16 Drew and Jean Bradford 

 23 Valerie Chambers  

 30 Anne and Drew Brown 

BADMINTON CLUB 

We meet on a Thursday af-
ternoon at 2 p.m. to play 
some light-hearted games of 
badminton. New members 
are always welcome and 
there is lots of opportunity to 
enjoy a chat. You don't have 

to be fit - just able to enjoy the fun and laughter on 
a Thursday afternoon so please give it a try. 

 

CRAFT GROUP 

 
The craft group meets on a Wednesday afternoon 
at 1.30pm in the small hall. We would be delighted 
to welcome new members to help with our card 
making and other craft projects.  Our tongues are 
as busy as our hands and we enjoy the chance of 
a cup of tea and a blether. Please come 
along  and join our small busy band.  

 

4
TH

 JOHNSTONE RAINBOWS, 
BROWNIES AND GUIDES 

 
 

 

We were delighted to welcome back our girls to a busy Thursday night for all sec-
tions – our girls are enjoying badgework,games and laughter in all sections. 
 
   Rainbows (5 to  7 yrs) 6.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. 
   Brownies (7 to 10 yrs) 7.00 p.m. to 8.15 p.m. 
   Guides (10 to 14 yrs) 8.00 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. 



 

2
nd

 Johnstone Boys’ Brigade Company Section 

Last session was a particularly good one for the Company Section in terms of the 

awards that the boys received. We had four boys receive their Queen’s Badge 

and three boys gain their President’s Badge. 

The Queen’s Badge is the highest award you can get in the Boys’ Brigade and there is a lot of work involved to 

get this. The work includes Service in the Church, Service in the Com-

munity, Developing Skills and Physical interests. Boys also have to at-

tend a weekend completion course at BB Headquarters at Carronvale. 

Well done to Robert, Ross, Jamie and Scott. 

The President’s badge is the second highest badge you can get in the 

Boys’ Brigade and is awarded to boys who have completed all their 

badge work and have been in the BB for three years. You must have 

your President’s badge before you can start working for your Queen’s 

Badge. 

Well done to Jack, Liam and Alexander. I hope that these three boys will get their Queen’s Badge in the next two 

years. 

Over last session, we had a trip to the cinema and a trip to flipout 

trampoline centre as well as all the usual activities and drumming 

lessons from Jim Wilson. 

We are organising more trips for this session and hope to have a 

more casual night on the last Thursday of every month. 

At the end of last Session we had our annual display, which this 

year was held as a joint display with the Girls’ Brigade. This was a 

great success and was enjoyed by everyone who attended. We are 

planning to have another joint display this session. 

The number of boys in the Company Section is holding steady and while this is good, we have very few new 

boys joining. If you know of any boy who is in Primary 7 who would like the join us, please pass on their name to 

any member of staff or tell them to come on any Thursday night at 8.00pm 

John Young   

 
 
 
 
 

ANCHOR BOYS + JUNIOR SECTION 
 
We had our first joint display in May for our Junior and 
Anchor sections. This ran as smoothly as we had 
hoped. With a combination of marching and gymnas-
tics the boys all worked together brilliantly.  
 
Boys, helpers and the parents all had a great time and 
we hope this can continue throughout this coming year.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
This year will see the Juniors finishing half an hour lat-
er than the Anchors, allowing the Juniors more free-
dom and time to do badge work and focus on skills 
suited to older boys.  
 
As usual we are always available to take on new boys 
and welcome new members so if  you know of any 
boys who would like to join us from primary 1 through 
to primary 6 then please feel free to bring them along 
on a Wednesday 6.30-7.30pm 
 
 



 

1st JOHNSTONE GIRLS’ BRIGADE 

The Company ended last session with a historic event - a very successful joint display 

with the Company Section of the Boys Brigade which was well attended and enjoyed 

by all who were present. 

One of the highlights of the evening was the presentation of 

the Brigaders Brooch to Sophie Carrick. This is the second 

highest award in the GB organisation and Sophie had put in a 

lot of hard work to achieve this – our congratulations to Sophie on this great achieve-

ment and we are pleased to announce that Sophie is now commencing her Leadership 

Training. 

The final event last session was a highly enjoyable camp at South Newton near Kil-

macolm which included a party to celebrate 125 years of GB Scotland  

Our new session has commenced for all girls from P1 onwards  

The sections are as follows:- 

Explorers – P1 to P3  
Juniors  - P4 to P7 
Brigaders – S1 onwards to age 18 
 
All sections now meet from 7pm until 8.30pm on a Tuesday evening and all girls will be made very welcome 

Saturday Sunshine Club 
 
The session for 2017/2018 was a 
successful session for the 
club ending with 24 children - some 
that are new to the church , some 
from our youth organisations and a 
few from our Junior Disciples. 
 
Our helpers worked hard with crafts, 
activities, games and food keeping 
the children busy . 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We are planning our new season and the theme will be 
Creation starting on the15th of Sept with light 
Oct 20th- Harvest 
Nov 17th - Space 
Dec.15th - Christmas party 
Jan.19th - The sea 
Feb 16th - Birds 
March 16th - Animals 
April 20th - Easter 
May 16th - Human Beings  
 
As you can see - a full programme  
 
 

Here are some pictures from last session:  



Memories are made in St. Paul’s 
 

 
 
David Rae was the first baby to 
be baptised in St. Paul’s when 
the church relocated to the cur-
rent building in Quarrelton 
Road.  The service took place 
on 10th June 1990.  David was 
very involved in the life of St 

Paul’s during his youth as 
a member of the Sunday 
School, Bible Class, An-
chor Boys and the Boys 
Brigade.  He made anoth-
er star appearance in the 
church during a nativity 
one year as very cute King 
 
 
Like a lot of young adults, David’s involvement in 
church life got less as he got older, but after he 
and his family celebrated his sister Kirsty’s wed-
ding 5 years ago in St Paul’s, David and his fiancé 
Laura enjoyed the service so much, that they 
knew they wanted the same for their special day. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Family and friends gathered on a lovely sunny 
Saturday on 4th August 2018 to see the couple 
enjoy their dream wedding. 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear Friends 

 

Thank you so much for the very generous donation of £360.58 to Renfrewshire Foodbank from the re-
tiral offerings at the March and June Communions.  This comes at a time when we are about to see the 
already large numbers of people who need our help increase further with the roll out of Universal Credit 
in Renfrewshire. 

I really appreciate all the support you give us.  We have settled in so well, giving out food to those who 
need it from the Keanie   Hall on Wednesday mornings.  It is a wonderful, welcoming place for people 
to come and receive support and help from our lovely volunteers and to enjoy a cuppa. 

 Thank you so much once again for your kindness to the Foodbank and the people of Renfrewshire. 

 

Elizabeth Alexander - Renfrewshire foodbank  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE HILLS ARE ALIVE !!!!  at St. Paul’s Church Dramatic Society. Our production of The Sound of Music takes 
place at Johnstone Town Hall from Wednesday 24th October 2018 until Saturday 27th October 2018 at 7.30 pm 
and also a Saturday matinee at 2.30 pm. 
 
Tickets are selling fast, so please don’t be disappointed and get your tickets now. Adults are £12 and Children and 
Concessions are £10. Block bookings of 20 or more on one night will receive 15% discount. Tickets available from 
Wendy Young – 01505 320554 or Linda Rae 07901 334952. There are also tickets on sale at Top Cards, High 
Street, Johnstone. 

 
 
 
 
This year we have a Gran, Mum and Daughter 
on the stage at the same time. Yvonne Greig is 
playing Frau Schmidt, Lorna Stewart playing 
Maria and Jessica Stewart playing Gretl. 
We also have a Father and Son, Iain Usher 
playing Captain Von Trapp and Cavan Usher 
playing Kurt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This year our Charity of the Year is CHAS, please come along and give generously to this very worthy cause. 
 

CHOIR 
 

The choir are looking forward to the new session, learning new pieces and reprising some old favourites. 
 
We meet on Thursday evenings at 7.30pm for practice and the all important blether.  
We would love to welcome new members, not just as regulars but also we welcome 
anyone who would like to join us for our Christmas Concert. All talents are welcome 
for this event.  
 
The date for this year's choir Christmas evening is Tuesday 18th December. More 
details to follow in the pew leaflet and in December's Herald. 
 
We are also hosting a concert by The Renfrew Ladies Choir on Friday 5th October at 
7.30pm in the Church followed  light refreshments..  Tickets will be available from 
choir members ; there will be more details in the pew leaflet. 
 
We look forward to sharing with you in worship and hope to see you at our upcoming events. 
 
The Choir 
 


