
Dear Friends, 

Many of the congregation will already have heard 
that my wife and I received good news in late Octo-
ber.  Our first grandchild was born - a little girl 
called Eilidh.  We have appreciated how many of 
you have shared our happiness. 

I guess most people like to hear about the birth of a 
baby.  It is good news in a world where there is 
plenty of bad news.  Too often we hear about 
someone we know passing away.  Or we pick up a 
newspaper or turn on a television news bulletin and 
we feel quite depressed at the latest events.  It may 
be fighting in Syria, Yemen or Afghanistan.  Or it 
could be an earthquake in Indonesia.  We are fed 
up hearing how the Brexit negotiations have stalled. 

Christmas is about the birth of a baby and it too is 
good news.  The angel said as much to the shep-
herds, as he announced the birth of the Saviour in 
the city of King David.  We can no longer regard it 
as a new event, but it is still good because Jesus’ 
birth was meant to bring peace and goodwill on 
earth. 

We manage to create an atmosphere of peace and 
goodwill most years during the festive period, but 
somehow it disappears when we take down the 
decorations.  It was God’s will that Jesus’ birth 
should usher in a New Age of peace and goodwill 
the whole year through and year after year. 

When the baby of Bethlehem grew up and em-
barked upon his religious crusade, he taught the 
way to peace, to be achieved through love, for-
giveness, support for our neighbour in need, caring 
for the underprivileged.  Instead most people go on 
pursuing their own selfish goals, resulting in bad 
feelings and sometimes open conflict. 

Let’s see if this Christmas we can grasp the mes-
sage and put it into practice in 2019, truly making 
the world a better and a safer place.   

With warm good wishes for a joyful Christmas,   

 

Yours sincerely, 

Rev. Dr. Alistair N. Shaw 

 

ST. PAUL’S HERALD 

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  N E W S L E T T E R  OF  S T .  P A U L ’ S  C H U R C H ,  JO H N S T O N E  

Christmas  2018  

 



CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

December 

2 11.00 am Service of Holy Communion 

17 7.30 pm Choir Carol Concert         

23 11.00 am Christmas Family Service  

24 7.00 pm Christingle Service 

 11.15 pm Christmas Eve Watchnight Service &  

   Soup Supper 

25 11.00 am Christmas Day Family Service -  

   Children Bring a Toy 

 11.45 am Christmas Day Communion 

30
 

11.00 am Christmas Carols and their Stories 

 

 

January 

6
 

11.00 am Epiphany Service 

 12 noon New Year Communion 

February 

3
 

12 noon Monthly Communion Service 

19
 

7.00pm Kirk Session Meeting 

24
 

12 noon Stated Annual Meeting of Congregation 

March 

3
 

11.00 am Service of Holy Communion 

Tuesday Afternoon Tea Group  

We have now had two of our new afternoon tea group meetings. We have 
been very encouraged by the numbers attending but of course there is 
always room for more, so please come along and enjoy delicious after-
noon tea followed by some light entertainment. Watch the pew leaflet for 
details and dates, please come and enjoy spending time with friends old 
and new.  

 
PREVENTION ADVICE REGARDING FRAUD 
 

Chief Inspector Hazel Scott has asked us to highlight a crime trend involving perpetrators contacting victims 
(usually the elderly) and convincing them that they are from their Bank.  They advise the victim that they have 
observed fraudulent activity on their account and that they are ‘required to transfer money to a safe ac-
count’.  They give the person account numbers and ask them to arrange a bank transfer online or to attend their 
bank to arrange this.  Should this happen, please hang up and do not transfer any money. 
There are also bogus callers attending at home addresses of the elderly and convincing them to part with mon-
ey for house repairs which are never carried out. 
 
Elizabeth Alexander 
Session Clerk 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES FOR THIS YEAR 

On Christmas Eve, Monday, 24th December, we are returning to a Christingle Service to be held half an hour 
later than last year - that is to say at 7 o’clock.  However, this year there will be a difference.  Those who are 
bringing christingles with them are requested not to put a conventional candle inside.  Instead we shall be us-
ing tea lights.  There will be a point in the service when the church lights are dimmed and the christingles will 
be lit.  We want to ensure that we are perfectly safe.  That is why we are proposing to use tea lights rather 
than normal candles. 

On the Sunday after Christmas, Sunday, 30th December, we shall be holding a carol service.  The stories of 
some of our well-loved carols will be told.  Some of the stories have been told in past years at the Watchnight 
Service, but it will be good to hear them again and share them with a wider audience. 



BADMINTON CLUB 

The club is still going strong 

and enjoy their Thursday after-

noons. We may not be the 

most skilled players but there is 

plenty of enthusiasm and our 

afternoons are filled with fun, good company and fel-

lowship.  We welcome everyone who comes along and 

even if you don't feel up to playing you are invited to 

come along enjoy tea and a blether.      

CRAFT GROUP 

The ladies of the craft group have been very busy mak-

ing Christmas cards, both for sale and for inclusion in 

your Heralds. We are also preparing for the Christmas 

stall at the Christmas Fair on the 8th December in the 

Masonic Hall. Christmas cards will be on sale after 

morning services very shortly. Watch the pew leaflet for 

details. Many hands make light work and we would be 

happy to welcome new members to our group on 

Wednesday afternoons at 1.30pm in the small hall. 

Children are famous for getting right to the point. A grandmother was trying to instil the real spirit of Christmas 
into her grandchild. Gran asked why church bells ring on December the 25th, as quick as a flash came back the 
answer "Because the bell ringer's pulling the rope"! 
 
It would surely be a pity if the spirit of giving was only confined to expensive gifts during the festive season. This 
little verse sums up the feeling so well. 
 
Somehow not only for Christmas 
But all the long year through  
The joy that you give to others  
Is the joy that comes back to you  
And the more you spent in blessing  
The poor and lonely and sad  
The more that your heart's possessing  
Returns to make you glad. 
Prayer Promoter  



 

2
nd

 Johnstone Boys’ Brigade Company Section 

 
We are still looking for new boys to join the Company Sec-
tion. If you know any boy who is in Primary 7 or Secondary 1 
and above please encourage them to come and try the BB. 
 
We have changed the format for this session and are doing 
projects that last 2-3 weeks instead of something different 
every week. So far we have done Healthy eating with the 
boys having to taste and recognise a range of herbs, vegeta-
bles and fruits. We then planned a meal and the following 
week the boys prepared and cooked the meal. We had spicy 
sausage and chilli beans and a chicken curry for main cours-
es and chicken fajitas and mozzarella cheese melts with 
mayo dip for starters. A great effort by all the boys and some 
very tasty dishes. 
 
We will be taking part in National Parliament week in November, which looks at how parliament works and we will have a 
vote on Votes for Women.  We are also having a casual night on the last Thursday of each month. So far we have gone to 
the last night of the Coats observatory being open before it closed for a major renovation. We have also had a board games 
night when the boys played scattagories game, a challenge quiz game and card games.  
 
On Monday 17

th
 September I was very proud to attend the Paisley & District Battalion Civic Reception in Paisley Abbey. 

Four boys from the company were presented with their Queen’s Badge Certificate by the Provost of Paisley. This is a tre-
mendous result for the Company as the Queen’s Badge is the highest award a boy can achieve in the Boys’ Brigade. Well 
done to Scott Harrigan, Jamie MacPhee, Ross Thomson and Robert O’Neill. 

JUNIOR SECTION 
The Junior Section currently have 11 boys 
attending every week and as 2018 is the 
Year of Young People, we decided to take 
part in the Boys Brigade Junior Section 
Sleepover at Glasgow Science Centre which 
was on 2

nd
 November with 400 boys from 35 

companies from all over Scotland. 
 
The boys had a great time taking part in the various workshops, live science 
show and a visit to the Planetarium to see the Wonders of the Night Sky. We 
had access to the exhibits on all three floors and we finished the night with a 
hot chocolate drink before bedding down on our allocated floor space with 
lights out at midnight. Surprisingly the boys slept soundly until lights on at 
6am when they got up, washed and dressed before having breakfast. They 
all had a last look around the centre before going home full of chatter about  

         all they had seen and done.    

 
 
 
 

We are now settled in to our Anchor 
Boy programme with 14 boys  
attending on a regular basis. 
They have been getting to know 
their fellow Anchor Boys as we 
have currently 14 boys from five 
different primary schools around 
Johnstone. 
 
The boys have been working on 
various crafts and some new 
games all with a space theme   
We had a very busy session with a 
visit from the Ring Master who 
came along to teach the Anchor 

and Junior boys how to do some juggling and balancing 
tricks. 
We have had our yearly party for Halloween where the boys 
got to enjoy dressing up in a wide variety of costumes, eat-

ing some party food and playing 
some spooky games.  
 
The boys also came along to 
church on Sunday 4

th
 November to 

take part in our youth dedication 
service when some of the boys 
had the opportunity to show the 
congregation some of their pic-
tures and stories. After the service 
we all went into the church hall to 
have lunch with the other mem-
bers of the Boys Brigade and Girls 
Brigade.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jean and Colin Hope were 

married in St. Paul's Church, Church Street , Johnstone 
on the 7th September 1968.  The minister was the late 
Rev. William Henney,  The couple recently celebrated 
their Golden Wedding   Anniversary  with family and 
friends at  The Boarding House in Howwood 

 

Family and friends gathered in the lovely setting of Brig 0’Doon 
Hotel in Alloway, Ayrshire on Saturday 20th October 2018 to 
celebrate the wedding of Lindsay White and Steven Douglas.  
The happy couple are pictured here with their son Charlie.   

Happy times for families in St. Paul’s 

 

Saturday Sunshine Club 

20th October was our latest session of Saturday Sunshine Club.  This had 
a harvest theme and the crafts, activities and children’s address reflected 
this. 19 children and 13 adults attended and photographs were taken for 
the Johnstone Gazette. The children had lots of fun and enjoyed a tea of 
cottage pie followed by chocolate cake - this is a very important part of 
the club where the children and adults enjoy fellowship together. 
 
Our next session is Nov.17th from 4pm till 6pm and the theme is 
Space followed by the Christmas party and dinner which is due to be held 
on Saturday 15th December.   All school age children are welcome to join 
us for fun, crafts and the meal each month. 
 



TRIBUTE TO THE LATE GEORGE SUTHERLAND 

George Sutherland was born 69 years ago in the Tradeston area of Glasgow.  He was brought up alongside his 

brother Colin.  He was educated at Shields Road Primary School, Albert Drive Seconaday and Bellahouston 

Academy.  He also spent a few years at Glasgow University, studying Geology, Maths and Chemistry. 

George’s early working life was a continuation of the summer job which he had as a student and that was on the 

buses, serving as a bus conductor and driver.  In 1974 he took up the main work of his life which was with the 

National Savings Bank at Cowglen which he continued until he retired in 2005. 

George married his wife Brenda in 1972.  He was always very caring towards her, but this particularly came to 

the fore when Brenda took ill.  He used his practical skills to make things, such as a  turn table, to make 

Brenda’s life easier.  He was always thinking ahead and anticipating potential problems. 

Although George and Brenda had no family of their own, he was close to his brother Colin, sister-in-law Ann, 

nephews Ian and Alistair, and more recently their wives, Anna and Kezia.  Indeed it was George who taught Ann 

and Ian to drive. 

George was a man of many interests.  He loved music and for many years sang in the church choir.  He was 

skilled at woodworking and made things of beauty as well as more  

practical items.  He enjoyed hill-walking, for example in Austria.  He found pleasure in reading.  He had a keen 

mind and displayed a good general knowledge which proved useful in crosswords and puzzles.  He also en-

joyed going to the theatre, as when they visited Pitlochrie.  When he was at school, he had played rugby and in 

adult life he maintained an interest in that sport, as he followed Glasgow and Scotland.  With Brenda he enjoyed 

short breaks in places like Peebles and holidays in the North West of Scotland.  

George was very proud of his Presbyterian heritage.  He was ordained to the eldership in St. Paul’s 42 years 

ago at the age of 27.  Along with Brenda he was Covenant Convener for many years.  When the new church 

was being built, George played a major role in the fund raising, acting as Treasurer for the building fund.  When 

on holiday, he sometimes worshipped at the Free Kirk and even acted as precentor at some of their services. 

George was very caring individual.  He was outstanding in the care which he provided for Brenda.  He was a 

good big brother to Colin.  He was devoted to the rest of the family and they to him.  He was also very precise in 

everything he said and did. 

1st JOHNSTONE GIRLS’ BRIGADE 

The girls are all thoroughly enjoying their session so far and are working hard on their 
badgework.  The divisional competitions took place on 10th November and at time of 
going to print we do not know the result of these.  Due to this we unfortunately had to 
postpone our much anticipated sleepover on 9th November. 
 
As school Halloween parties all seemed to take place on Tuesday 30th October. We 
were unable to hold a Halloween party for the girls this year.  All are eagerly anticipat-
ing the Christmas Party on Tuesday 11th December when we finish for the Christmas 
and New Year break.  The Captain, Officers and girls wish a Merry Christmas and a 
very Happy New Year to all the members of St Paul’s Church 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Society would like to thank everyone who came 
along and supported our cast of The Sound of Music. 
We all had a wonderful week with Full Houses every 
night. A special thanks to Christine McCormack, who 
helped look after and dressed the children also Betty 
Usher and Pamela Wallace who came along to chap-
erone the children. We would also like to thank con-
gregational members who helped Wendy again with 
Front of House duties.  
We had Long Service awards presented to two of our 
members, Rev. Alastair Shaw presented these to 
Leah Smith and Wendy Young for 25 years service to 
the Society. 

 
We now look forward to seeing our Children back for their production of Aladdin which will take place 
in May 2019, more details to follow. New members aged 8 – 17 years will be made very welcome. 
 
On 23

rd
 November we are having a Christmas Shopping Night, which will take place in the Keanie 

Hall at 7.30 pm. We have various stalls with lots of exciting gifts for Christmas. Refreshments and 
nibbles will be provided. Tickets costing £5 are available from members of the Society. 
Here are a few photos of our cast from The Sound of Music 
 

CHOIR 
 
We are now well into the new session and practising hard for our Christmas Evening and also anthems 
for Sunday mornings. In the last Herald the date of our Christmas Evening was given as Tuesday the 
18th Dec, however there  has been a change of plan and we are reverting to our usual Monday evening 
slot, so the new date for your diary is Monday 17

th
 December at 7.30pm.  Please come along and enjoy 

an evening of music and entertainment with friends.  
 
The choir hosted a very successful concert by The Renfrew Ladies Choir in October  which was very enjoyable and we 
raised £200 to go to good causes when we disperse our funds. Again we would welcome new members and if you can spare 
2 hours please come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the church.  You will be made most welcome.  



CHURCH DIRECTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In compliance with GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation)  2018, the above named have  

given permission for their name, address and telephone number to be printed on this page. 

 

           Gillian Queen (Editor) 

Website and Facebook    St Paul's Church Johnstone 

 

www.johnstonestpauls.org 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THIS NEWSLETTER 
 
This newsletter is for all of St Paul’s congregation.  If 
you have any thing that you would like to share, like 
family celebrations, news,  photos from past events in 
the church or other items lf interest, please email or 
phone the editor.   
 
Thank you. 
 
 

POSTAGE STAMPS 
 

As we are fast approaching the festive period, I wish to 
remind all members of the congregation to save all used 
postage stamps which will be passed to the World Mis-
sion Stamp Project.  Any stamps can be passed to any 
office bearers on duty on a Sunday or left in a marked 
envelope in the Church vestibule or office. 
 
Thank you 
Ann Duncan 

Minister Rev Dr Alistair N Shaw MA(Hons) BD (Hons) 
9 Stanley Drive 
Brookfield 
  

01505 320060 

Session Clerk Elizabeth Alexander 
24 Spey Place 
Johnstone 
  

01505 705390 

Treasurer Iain Macphee 
3 Park Road 
Johnstone 
  

01505 329641 

Gift Aid Convener Anne Brown 
Fairdene 
11 Greenhill Crescent 
Elderslie 
  

01505 343956 

Roll Keeper Jack Brunton 
2 Sheldrake Place 
Johnstone 
  

01505 349614 

Property Convener Jim Macphee 
31 Broom Terrace 
Johnstone 
  

01505 349105 

Organist and Choirmis-
tress 

Brenda Shaw 
9 Stanley Drive 
Brookfield 
  

01505 320060 

Herald Editor Gillian Queen 
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Johnstone 
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