
Dear Friends, 

I write this letter a few days after the government’s 
historic defeat over its Brexit deal.  I was struck in 
the preceding debate by the number of different 
opinions being expressed in the Palace of Westmin-
ster.  There were those who objected, sometimes 
quite vehemently, to the Irish backstop clause; oth-
ers who wanted closer ties with the European Un-
ion; and others again who preferred a “No Deal” 
Brexit.  I suspect that you may be tired of hearing 
what our politicians have to say on this subject. 

Now turn the clock back 2,000 years.  The scene is 
outside the Praetorium in Jerusalem, the Palace 
occupied by Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor of 
Judaea.  He is faced with an unruly mob, shouting 
and clamouring for attention.  However, there is a 
difference from the Westminster scene - only one 
opinion is being expressed.  This crowd wants to 
see Jesus of Nazareth crucified. 

There is no one in that crowd shouting for Jesus to 
be spared, no one claiming his innocence, no one 
drawing attention to the good he did, no one claim-

ing that he cured their 
illness or restored 
their sight.  What is 
perhaps more shock-
ing is that none of his 
friends are present, 
despite their promises 
of allegiance, despite 
their confession of 
faith that he was the 

Christ, the Son of the living God. 

Without any dissenting voices Pilate was under 
pressure to do what the crowd wanted and so he 
handed Jesus over to be flogged and then execut-
ed.  It is still true to this day that the cause of Jesus 
can be weakened by followers who remain silent or 
do nothing.  We live in a society in which many are 
indifferent to the Christian faith.  Some are actively 
hostile.  They want our Christmas cards to express 
“Seasons Greetings” or “Winter Wishes” without 
any reference to the Christ child.  They want Easter 
simply to be a celebration of spring.  If we do noth-
ing, they will get their way! 

We look again at the scene in Jerusalem three days 
after the unruly mob got their way.  We find God 
setting his seal of approval on Jesus by raising him 
from the grave.  His followers then rallied and 
spread his message.  Where they spoke out, God 
blessed their efforts.  Where they or others did 
nothing, the church withered.  The same applies 
today.  If we stand up for Jesus, the God who 
brought him back from the dead will bless our en-
deavours and enable his cause to flourish again.  

May you find Easter to be a meaningful time!    

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Rev. Dr. Alistair N. Shaw 
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CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

March 

3 11.00 am Service of Holy Communion 

10 11.00 am Service with Guest Preacher 

  Very Rev. Dr. E. Lorna Hood, OBE, MA, BD, DD         

17 11.00 am Service with Guest Preacher 

 Rev. John Campbell, MA, BA, BSc         

April 

7 12 noon  Monthly Communion Service 

14  11.00 am Palm Sunday Service 

18 7.00 pm Maundy  Thursday Communion  

   Service in St. Paul's 

19 7.00 pm Good Friday Service in St. Paul's 

 

 

April (cont.d) 

21   Easter Day 

 9.15 am Early Informal Easter Service  

 (in Church grounds - weather permitting)  

 followed by Roll with Sausage in  Church Hall 

 11.00 am Easter Service 

 12 noon Easter Celebration of Communion 

May 

5 12 noon Monthly Communion Service 

21 7.00 pm Kirk Session Meeting 

June 

2 11.00 am Service of Holy Communion   

Tuesday Afternoon Tea Group  

The Afternoon Tea Group meets one Tuesday afternoon per month. Tea and home baking is served by a willing 
band of volunteers; this is followed by some light entertainment and has proven very popular with our older and 
not so older members of our congregation. Transport is available for those who require it and we are grateful to 
the car drivers who provide this service. 
 
The group had a lovely outing to Morrison's for Christmas Dinner, courtesy of Morrison's staff as part of their 
Community outreach. This outing was thoroughly enjoyed by all ,one of the highlights was being entertained by 
children from the Thorn School singing carols. 
 
Unfortunately January's meeting had to be cancelled due to snowy weather but watch the pew leaflet for the 
date and time of February's meeting.  

 

 
MARCH 
3   - blank 
10 - Margaret Millar 
17 - Anne and Drew Brown 
24 - blank  
31 - Helen Scarff 
 
 

Flower List 
 
APRIL 
7   - Linda Rae 
14 - Betty Usher 
21 - Tom Murphy / Marion Irving 
28 - blank  
 
 
 

 
 
MAY 
5   - Margaret McWilliam /  
       Margaret Linnie 
12 - Marie McKinley 
19 - Marie McKinley /  
       Laura Jane Howard 
26 - May Robertson 
 

 
There are still several spaces available for Sundays on the flower list in the vestibule.  Please ask any office bear-
er for details   



BADMINTON CLUB 

 

The Badminton Ladies enjoyed 
a fun night out in December to 
Johnstone Town Hall to see the 
'Rat Pack'. We had a great 
evening with a lovely meal and 

great entertainment. 
 
We have now started back for the new session and we 
would be delighted to welcome anyone who would 
come and join us. You don't have to be fit enough to 
play, we welcome anyone who just enjoys a blether, a 
cup of tea and lots of laughter 

 

 

CRAFT GROUP 

 

The craft ladies had a very busy session leading up to 
Christmas. We not only made almost two hundred 
Christmas cards for selling but we made over three 
hundred cards for inclusion in December's Herald.This 
was a huge task but the group take great pride in their 
work and hope you took pleasure in your cards. 
 
We also worked on items for the craft stall for the 
Christmas Fair and had a very successful morning sell-
ing our goods. 
 
We are now back on a Wednesday afternoon 
where  we are working on Easter cards which will be on 
sale nearer to Easter. We would love to welcome oth-
ers to our group, so why not come along on a Wednes-
day at 1.30p.m. and join us. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We took part in the Sleep in the Park project on behalf of 
the Social Bite charity to heighten the awareness and pro-
vide support to those who have to spend most nights rough 

sleeping. The boys spent a freezing Saturday night, Sunday morning in Kelvingrove 
Park back at the start of December.  
 
To help us through the chilled night we made sure we had many layers of clothing 
and several hot drinks to keep us warm. We were also entertained by a perfor-
mance by Biffy Clyro, which went down well. 
 
This was an eye opening insight into what it must be like to sleep rough during cold 
winter nights and proved it was something we wouldn’t like to have to do. 
We would like to give a big thank you to all that supported them. An excellent £175 
was collected from the members of St Pauls and included in Johnstone High 
School’s total of £2736.75. 
 
Thanks again 
Jamie Macphee and Ross Thomson 
2nd Johnstone BB Company Section 



Thank you to all who 
save their “small 
change” for Tearfund. 
In the last year we sent 

£650 to children in need (See letter which was sent to 
us regarding our last donation). 
Many thanks to all who made this possible. 
I usually have a supply of little boxes, for saving loose 
change, with me on a Sunday for anyone who requires 
a replacement or for anyone who would like to contrib-
ute.  
 
Dear Friends 
 
Your Church’s support is a lifeline to people in 
need 
Thank you so much for your gift of £350. Your church’s 
generosity is a huge blessing to us, but more important-
ly to the people we serve. To show you how gifts like 
this can transform lives, I want to share the story of 
Hindo. 
 
A succession of droughts in the Abalak region of Niger 
has left much of the livestock dead. Cattle farmers like 
Hindo rely on farming for their income. And his son – 
like many young people – planed to leave his home to 
seek a more secure livelihood elsewhere. 
 
Tearfund partner Jeunesse en Mission Entraide et De-
veloppement (JEMED) is working with the community, 
helping them to set up grain foodbanks and vaccination 

programmes to protect the livestock. 
 
Healthy livestock 
The scheme, which kept the cattle well fed and safe 
from diseases, has had a huge impact on farmers, in-
cluding Hindo. 
 
“I would like to thank all the people who are involved in 
this project,” says Hindo. “ We thank God. This new 
project has been a source of tremendous change in our 
daily lives. It has given us quality and healthy animals 
and allowed us to develop new income generating ac-
tivities. 
 
“Because of this, people from surrounding villages 
come to us to buy products. And my son, who was 
about to leave the village, decided to stay because he 
has received training to become a mechanic.” 
 
It’s only because of churches like yours that this 
work is possible. Thank you for helping us to 
demonstrate the love of Christ, in practical ways, to 
people like Hindo. 
 
Yours in Christ  
 
Lynne Paterson 
Director, Tearfund Scotland  

 
 JUNIOR SECTION 

 The boys decided to enter the Junior Section 
Ten Pin Bowling Championship at Intu Braehead 
Arena on 4th December where they competed 
against other B.B companies from all over the Pais- 
ley District with Cole one of our 2nd year boys 
gaining a silver medal with the second highest 
individual score of the competition. 

The boys rounded off the year with a trip to the cin- 
ema. After a relaxing break over Christmas and 
new year, we have returned with 11 junior section 
members and have now begun working towards our 
display in May.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

We rounded our year off with an afternoon at the Big Adventure soft play park in Lin-
wood where the boys had a great time climbing, sliding and running around the play 
area and then sat down to have our dinner in the party room. 
 
After a nice relaxing break for Christmas and New Year we have now started our 
new term with 2 new boys making a total of 16 Anchor Boys and are currently work-
ing hard to complete our badge work and get ready for our display in May. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jim and Lyn Thom 
 

Jim and Lyn were married on 

21st September 1968 in  

St Andrews Trinity Church,  

Johnstone and the reception was 

in Johnstone Castle Community 

Centre which was new then.  

They celebrated their Golden 

wedding anniversary last year in 

Bowfield Hotel, Howwood with 

their 4 children, their spouses 

and seven grandchildren. 

 

1st JOHNSTONE GIRLS’ BRIGADE 

1st Johnstone Girls Brigade are currently completing their badge work and will soon 
be preparing for their annual display.  
 
The divisional Superleague and Bible Competitions are also being held very soon. 
 
Just before Christmas the company held a successful fundraising Partylite evening 
and the girls had a sponsored dance night; both of these events raised funds for our 
annual camp on 10th of May to South Newton near Kilmacolm. There will also be a 
sponsored walk in the spring which we hope will be well supported. 

 

Saturday Sunshine Club 

The club held a Christmas party and this was attended by 20 children 
and 11 adults who all enjoyed their Christmas dinner. 
 
The first meeting after the New year had the theme of the Sea and 17 
children enjoyed crafts,games and worship time finishing off with food 
and fellowship. 
 
The next meeting is Saturday 16th February when the theme is Birds and 
all school age are welcome.Parents must register their child(ren) but after 
that they can be left with the helpers. 
 



  Treasurers Report 2018 

 

When you are reading this report I may have provided my annual financial 

statement to the congregation at our AGM, which is held in late February.  

However, it is with good news that I start my report this year. The Church 

has had an excellent financial year during 2018. Our direct giving remains 

at a steady level, with Free Will Offering up against both budget (+5%) and 

2017 (+2.7%). Gift Aid giving has returned a 2.1% drop against 2017 and the open Plate decreasing by 9.2%. 

The return from HMRC has increased to over £13,000, an increase of 1.9% against 2017. I would like to extend 

my gratitude to Anne Brown, our Gift Aid Convener, for the sterling work she carries out each year in the prepa-

ration of the Gift Aid claim and final return to HMRC. This is a substantial part of our income each year.  

At this point I would also like anyone who has not yet enrolled in the Gift Aid scheme to contact our Convener 

and make arrangements for inclusion. If you are a Tax payer, it only requires a signature from yourself to allow 

us to reclaim the tax portion of your payments with no additional work or cost to yourself.  

 

Other income has been boosted by fundraising events which have returned £3,782, which is a remarkable 74% 

greater than 2017. My thanks go to the Ways and Means Committee for their efforts over the year in organising 

various events including the Burns Supper, the Christmas Fayre and many others for us to participate in and 

enjoy.   

 

Another excellent revenue stream is the lease of our halls to various local organisations, including Orange Or-

der, Dance Clubs, Fiona McGregor Dance School, Councillors Surgeries and local Tenants Association meet-

ings which has provided over £3,635 to Church funds.  

Overall the income of the Church has increased to in excess of £86,000, a jump of 9.5% against my budget and 

4.7% over 2017. 

 

At the start of the year the Property committee provided an extensive wish list for works to be carried out on 

both the Church and our Manse. The majority of the works have been completed including the painting of the 

church interior, new sanctuary lighting and a new hall/stair carpet within the manse. There were some items 

which we were unable to complete, however, this was not due to lack of funds and the property and mainte-

nance costs finished 11.2% below budget.  

 

Overall our expenditure is 6.3% greater than 2017, although has returned 4% under budget. 

As usual the members of St Pauls have been very generous in donations to worthwhile causes during 2018, 

with almost £2,594.83 being collected in aid of a number of charities and others including Renfrewshire Food-

bank, DEC Tsunami, Glasgow City Mission, Shelter, Bible Society and St Vincent’s Hospice Christmas card ap-

peal.  

 

All of these results have produced a surplus of over £7,000 on our balance sheet  

Please continue the great work and we can only keep going from strength to 

strength.  

 

Many thanks 

Ian Macphee 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       

       Ways and Means Committee  
       – Burns Night 2019 

 

Another successful event was  enjoyed 
by many at St Paul’s Church on 1st Feb-
ruary 2019.  There was a full pro-
gramme of entertainment compered by 
Ian McGregor.  The talented top table 
was Margaret Hill, Christine McCor-
mack, Ronnie Wylie and Valerie Cham-
bers, with music provided by Brenda 
Shaw (piano) and Matthew Hill 
(bagpipes). 
 
Alex McMenemy provided an entertain-

ing vote of thanks.   
 
The evening was also a financial suc-
cess  with £425.50 raised on the night. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHOIR 
 

The Choir members are very sorry to be losing one of their long term members, Jean Kidd, 
who has decided to retire from the choir after 35 years devoted device. We will miss her but 
hope she enjoys her retirement and we know she will keep an eye on us from the ' body of the 
kirk" 
 . 
The Christmas Concert  was as usual very well supported by our congregation and friends 
and a big thanks to everyone who contributed to an enjoyable evening..We are now practising some new pieces 
to sing in the Church over the coming months which we hope you will enjoy 



CHURCH DIRECTORY 

Minister    Rev Dr Alistair N.Shaw MA(Hons) BD(Hons) 

     9 Stanley Drive 

     Brookfield      01505 320060 

 

Session Clerk   Elizabeth Alexander      

     24 Spey Place 

     Johnstone      01505 705390 

  

Treasurer     Ian Macphee    

     3 Park Road 

     Johnstone      01505 329641 

 

Gift Aid Convener  Anne Brown 

     Fairdene  

     11 Greenhill Crescent  

     Elderslie      01505 343956 

 

Roll Keeper   Jack Brunton     

     2 Sheldrake Place  

     Johnstone      01505 349614 

 

Property Convener  Jim Macphee 

     31 Broom Terrace  

     Johnstone      01505 349105 

 

Organist and    Brenda Shaw 

Choirmistress   9 Stanley Drive 

     Brookfield      01505 320060 

 

Herald Editor   Gillian Queen  

     25A High Street 

     Johnstone      07791536561 

     (gillian_q@yahoo.co.uk) 
 

 

 

In compliance with GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation)  2018, the above named have  

given permission for their name, address and telephone number to be printed on this page. 

 

           Gillian Queen (Editor) 

Website and Facebook    St Paul's Church Johnstone 

 

www.johnstonestpauls.org 

 

This newsletter is for all of St Paul’s congregation.  If you have any thing that you would like to share, like family 
celebrations, news,  photos from past events in the church or other items lf interest, please email or phone the  
editor.  Thank you. 
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