
Dear Friends, 

It’s time for another edition of the Herald.  It seems no time since the last one came out.  That was just before the 
summer and here we are in autumn.  Time flies!  The older we get, the faster it seems to fly.  Back in the spring 
many people still had their holidays to look forward to, but now they are just a memory.  Time keeps rolling on. 

 

Someone once saw an old clock with the words Tempus Fugit engraved on it.  He commented, “I see that’s an-
other clock made by old Tam Fugit.  I’ve seen others he made.”  Well, he was wrong.  “Tempus Fugit” is a Latin 
phrase meaning “Time flees.” 

 

Sometimes we might feel it would be nice to stop time.  I remember when my children were young, it was a happy 
time and I thought that it would be good to press a pause button and enjoy it for a bit longer.  Of course that is 
something we just cannot do.  As I’ve already said, time just keeps rolling on. 

 

We need to make the most of time while we’ve got it.  It’s a gift from God and we need to use it wisely.  We look at 
time from three different angles – past, present and future – something animals can’t do. 

 

To view the past we use our memories.  J.M. Barry once said, “God gave us memory so that we could have roses 
in December.”  Memory is a very precious thing.  It allows us to enjoy and, to some extent, relive pleasurable, ex-
citing or fulfilling experiences from the past. 

 

Sometimes we may have regrets about the past.  There is nothing we can do about that, although if it involves 
some wrong we have done, we may seek the forgiveness of God. 

 

The future is something we can still shape.  To avoid regrets when it is past, we can make plans and draw up a 
bucket list – a list of things we would like to do while we still have the opportunity.  We have a choice of whether 
we face the future with optimism or pessimism.  It is a Christian characteristic to face the future with hope.  This 
hope is not simply a case of clutching at straws.  It is a hope which is grounded in the love and the power of God. 

 

We live in the present.  The autumn is really the beginning of a new session in the church’s life.  It is a good time to 
review where we stand with God and with our involvement in the life of the church.  It’s a good time for rededica-
tion. 

 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Rev. Dr. Alistair N. Shaw 
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   CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

October 6th 11.00am Service of Holy Communication 

October 22nd  7.00pm  Kirk Session Meeting 

November 3rd 12 noon  Monthly Celebration of Communion 

November 10th  10.45am Remembrance Sunday Service 

     November 19th   7.00pm  Kirk Session Meeting 

     December 1st   11.00am  Service of Holy Communion 

In Flanders  Fields 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

John McCrae (1872 – 1918) 

 

Photo—memorial in St. Paul’s Church Johnstone 

 

 

 
 
October 
 
6   -   Liz McGregor 
 
13   -  Jack Brunton 
 
20 -  Mr and Mrs Sproul   
 
27 -   Rena Brown  
 
  

Flower List 
 
November  
 
3  -  Gillian Queen 
 
10 -  Irene Whitehead  
 
17 -  May Campbell/ Margaret Smith 
 
24 -   Alan McKinley   
 
 

 
 
December 
 
1  -  Margaret McWilliam  
 
8 -  Lynne and Jim Macphee 
 
15 -  Drew and Jean Bradford 
 
22 -  Lyn Thom / Valerie Chambers  
 
29 - Anne and Drew Brown 

 
 
 
 
The church gardens were looking lovely over the 
summer months with the roses in full bloom.  Well 
done to all those talented gardeners 
 



1st JOHNSTONE GIRLS’ BRIGADE 

This year was  the 70th anniversary of our Girl’s Brigade Company.  We finished the year at 
our camp to South Newton.  The girls enjoyed games, crafts, a 70th birthday party and lots of 

fun.  At our A.G.M. Linda Hainey received her 10 year long service award and Mrs McCor-
mack her 20 year long service award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Junior Drama resumes on Wednesday 4th September from 7 pm – 9 pm. This year we will be doing a lot of 
fundraising to help us put on our next big production in Johnstone Town Hall in November 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are hoping to put on a Christmas Concert in the Church sometime in December (date to be confirmed). We 
are also taking part in the Church Nativity Play this year and really looking forward to that. 
New members aged 8 – 18 years of age will be made very welcome 

 

St. Paul’s Church has a wide variety of clubs and organisations for children and young people.  
These clubs and organisations are open for all those interested.  New members will be warmly 
welcomed.   
 

Boy’s Brigade  - Anchor Boys—Wednesday night 6.30pm—7.30pm  
Boy’s Brigade—Juniors—Wednesday night 6.30pm—8.00pm (P4—P6) 
Junior Drama – Wednesday 7pm – 9pm (age 8 – 18)  
Rainbows—Thursday night 6.00pm—7.00pm (age 5-7) 
Brownies   Thursday night 7.00pm—8.15pm (age 7—10) 
Guides—Thursday night  8.00pm—9.30pm (age 10—14) 



Tuesday Afternoon Tea Group 
 

 
The Afternoon Tea Group meet one Tuesday afternoon per month. Tea and home 
baking is served by a willing band of volun-
teers; this is followed by some light enter-
tainment and has proven very popular with 
our older and not so older members of our 
congregation. Transport is available for 
those who require it and we are grateful to 
the car drivers who provide this service.  
These pictures are from our August meet-
ing, where the entertainment was provided 
by our own Margaret Linnie.   A great time 
was had by all. 

 
 

Ladies Badminton Club 
 
The new session started on Thursday 29th August 2019.  New members welcome. 
come along and join in the fun.  The club meet every Thursday at 2.00pm 
 

CHOIR 

The choir return to the seats from Sunday 22nd September and look forward to leading the 
singing with new hymns and old favourites alike.   

A date for your diary—A Christmas concert/sing-a-long will be held on the afternoon of 15th 
December.   Following the singing there will  be mince pies and mulled wine to be enjoyed. 



Happy Times for the Usher Family 
 

 
 
 

Betty Usher enjoyed a 
lovely day celebrating  with 
her family at the wedding of 
Kirstin and Paul.  The happy 

couple got married on 6th 
July 2019 at Apex Hotel, 
Grassmarket, Edinburgh 

90th Birthday celebrations 

I was privileged to deliver the “Church Flowers” on 14th July 2019 to our dear friend John Har-
ris on the occasion of his 90th birthday.  He greeted me at the door with a grin wider than the 
Erskine Bridge.  He was thrilled to receive the flowers and cards sent by members of the con-
gregation and appreciated the kindness so much. 

 

He was also desperate to tell me something!!  He was going to a match at Ibrox to watch his beloved team play.  
Some of his family had already arrived and he was patiently waiting for the others.  Later he told me he had 
taken up the position in the “Stand” where he stood with his dad many years ago and because he was brought 
up in Govan it was within walking distance from his home. 

 

He had a most enjoyable day with his family.  The icing on the cake was a handsome win for the ‘Gers.  He en-
joyed a meal with his family later and said he felt like four (4) people with the company he was in  

 

 1 Husband 

 2 Father 

 3 Grandfather 

 4 Great grandfather 

 

 

 

Well done John, I’m sure all your good  

friends in St. Paul’s wish you, Margaret  

and your family lots of good wishes, 

 health and happiness in the future. 

 

Margaret Linnie      John aged 6 



TRIBUTE TO THE LATE JEAN DOUGLAS 

 

Jean Douglas was born in Johnstone on 25th May, 1935.  She was brought up alongside her younger sister 
Clara.  She was educated at the Thorn Primary School and Johnstone High School.   

 

On leaving school Jean trained as a tailoress with the Co-operative, but then went to work for a time as a 
weaver in Stoddart’s.  After she had a family she went back to college to train as an employment assistant 
and worked for many years, advising children on their careers.  She took early retirement in the 1980s, but in 
the 1990s she went into business by herself, calling it Jean Bridal Designs.  She went back to her training as 
a tailoress.  Although initially making curtains, she went on to make wedding dresses and offered a bespoke 
service.  She also did clothes alterations. 

 

Jean was married to her husband Jimmy for 62 years.  They had a great life together and loved to travel, 
whether it was to New York or an eighteen-day cruise to the Mediterranean.  On one occasion they crossed 
America from east to west.  They had one daughter June who shared with them in the cruise just mentioned. 

 

Jean was a member of the Bead Workers’ Guild.  She was also a member of a knitting bee for 50 years.  
They never actually knitted, but chatted instead.  Every Saturday night she and Jimmy would go to the Ma-
sonic Hall for a dance.  They would go away for weekends to Cellarkyke or Blackpool. 

 

Jean was active in the church, regularly attending worship each Sunday, participating in the Guild and serving 
as an elder.  Her faith led her to visit Jerusalem on two occasions. 

 

Jean was a people person.  She was well respected, kind and generous.  She was committed to every friend-
ship.  She was an easy-going person with a positive approach to life.  She had a solution for any problem, 
although occasionally it could have a dramatic outcome. 

 

On one occasion she went to Germany for the wedding of one of June’s friends.  June was the bridesmaid 
and Jean made dresses for them both.  One day she found herself in the square of a German town and went 
to use the public telephone.  She put in her money, made her call and tried to get her change back.  She saw 
a handle which she waved madly.  She did not realise that using this handle was the equivalent of dialling 
999.  A local lady explained to her that she had summoned the police, fire and ambulance service.  Jean 
made her escape to a local café before they all arrived. 

 

Jean passed away on Thursday, 4th July.  She is now sadly missed, but will be remembered with great affec-
tion.   
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In compliance with GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation)  2018, the above named have  
given permission for their name, address and telephone number to be printed on this page. 

Website and Facebook    St Paul's Church Johnstone 

 

www.johnstonestpauls.org 

 

This newsletter is for all of St Paul’s congregation.  If you have any thing that you would like to share, like family 
celebrations, news,  photos from past events in the church or other items lf interest, please email or phone the  
editor.  Thank you. 




